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SUBJECT: EVALUATION OF SUPPORTABILITY OF F-8H AIRCRAFT 

REF: MANILA 3026 

1 . ON THURSDAY MARCH 3 A BRIEF MEETING WAS HELD AT STATE 
BETWEEN MR. JOHN LACOUTURE, MANAGER OF VOUGHT'S INTER- 
NATIONAL OPERATIONS, WASHINGTON OFFICE, AND PM'S DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR RICHARD ERICSON; AND THE F-8H ISSUE WAS DISCUSSED. 

VOUGHT CLAIMS TO HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF SUPPORTING THE 
F-8H AIRCRAFT FOR THE DURATION OF THE PROGRAM, THAT IS, FOR 
THE EXPECTED LIFETIME OF THE AIRCRAFT, OR TEN YEARS FROM 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE DATE OF REMANUFACTURE. AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME, BUT NOT 
UNTIL P&A DATA IS RELEASED, THE GOP SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT 
WHILE USG HAS REVIEWED VOUGHT PROPOSAL AND CONSIDERS IT TO 
BE FEASIBLE, WE WILL NOT GUARANTEE OR ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SUCH SUPPORT. 

2. APPRECIATE THE DIFFICULTIES EXPRESSED IN REFTEL AND 
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ASSURE YOU THAT ALL AGENCIES WORKING AT BEST SPEED. 

3. FYI. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE THAT SUBJECT CASE MAY HAVE 
TO BE REPORTED TO CONGRESS PURSUANT TO SECTION 36 OF 
ARMS EXPORT CONTROL ACT. PRESIDENT HAS STATED HE WISHES TO 


PERSONALLY REVIEW ALL SUCH PROPOSALS PRIOR TO TRANSMISSION. 
SPECIFIC DETAILS FOR OBTAINING SUCH APPROVAL ARE STILL 
BEING WORKED OUT. END FYI. 

VANCE 
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